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Benzylpenicillin is a beta-lactamase sensitive penicillin antibiotic, useful in the treatment of many 
infections caused by gram positive organisms and some gram negative organisms.  It is also effective 
against spirochaetes. Benzylpenicillin is used in combination with gentamicin for the empirical treatment 
of sepsis in neonates less than 48 hours old. 
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Benzylpenicillin is physically incompatible with aminoglycoside antibiotics (eg: gentamicin) – it is 
preferable to separate administration by at least 1 hour. If it is not possible to separate doses, ensure IV 
lines are adequately flushed with 0.9% sodium chloride before and after administration of these antibiotics 
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